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Wast e Act
(1072/1993; anendnments up to 1063/2004 i ncl uded)

Chapter 1 — Ceneral provisions

Sect i

Sect i

(1)

(2)

(3)

on 1 — Purpose of the Act

The purpose of this Act is to support sustainable
devel opnent by pronoting the rational use of natural
resources, and preventing and conbating the hazard
and harmto health and the environnent arising from
wast es.

on 2 — Scope of application

This Act shall apply to waste, prevention of its
generation and reduction of its hazardous or harnfu
property, pronotion of waste recovery, any other
organi zati on of waste managenent, prevention of
littering and cl eaning of sites which have becone
littered. (91/2000)

This Act shall not apply to the waste expl osives
referred to in the Act on Potentially Explosive
Subst ances (263/1953), the nuclear waste referred to
in the Nuclear Energy Act (990/1987), the

radi oactive waste referred to in the Radiation Act
(592/1991) or waste which can be disposed of in the
sea under the permt referred to in the Act on the
Prevention of Marine Protection (1415/1994).

(91/ 2000)

Further provisions on preventing pollution of the
envi ronnent caused by waste are laid down in the
Envi ronmental Protection Act (86/2000). (91/2000)



(4)

Sect i

(1)

Furt her provisions on the scope of application of
this Act may be | aid down by decree.

on 3 — Definitions

For the purposes of this Act:

1) waste neans any substance or object which the

hol der discards or intends, or is required, to

di scard;

2) hazardous waste neans any waste which may cause
particul ar hazard or harmto health or the

envi ronment because of its chem cal or sone other
property;

3) waste producer neans any natural or |egal person
whose activities produce waste;

4) property hol der nmeans the owner of a real
property or the hol der equated with the owner or the
hol der of the | ease on the property;

5) operator neans the keeper of a harbour, road,

out door | eisure or notorsledging route, or the

hol der of a railway;

6) waste hol der neans the producer of the waste,
property hol der, or operator or any other natural or
| egal person who is in possession of the waste;

7) transporter means any natural or |egal person
responsi ble for the transport of waste on behal f of
the waste hol der or nunicipality;

8) waste managenent neans the collection, transport,
recovery and di sposal of waste, including the
supervi sion of such operations and after-care of

di sposal sites;

9) collection neans the gathering, sorting or m xing
of waste for transport or for on-site recovery or

di sposal

10) recovery neans operations ainmed at leading to
the separation and further use of the material or
energy of the waste;



(2)

11) di sposal neans operations ained at rendering the
waste harm ess or permanently depositing it; and

12) supervisory authority neans the provincial
government and nuni ci pal environnental protection
commttee and any other authority insofar as

supervi sory duties have been decreed or prescribed
for said authority in or under this Act. (1015/1996)
The provisions of this Act concerning nunicipalities
shall also apply to the Hel sinki Metropolitan Area
Council or a nunicipal federation insofar as they
are allotted duties decreed or prescribed for

muni ci palities in or under this Act.

Chapter 2 — Prevention of waste generation and reduction

of

its quantity and harnful ness

Section 4 — General duties of care

As far as possible, care shall be taken in al
activities to mnimze generation of waste and to
ensure that waste does not significantly hanper or
conplicate the organi zati on of waste managenent, or
result in hazard or harmto health or the
environment. Specifically:

1) the producer shall use raw material sparingly in
production and substitute waste for raw nateri al
used;

2) the manufacturer of a product shall take care,
and an inporter |ikew se ensure, that the product is
durabl e, reparable or reusable, or recoverable as
waste, and that the product does not, as waste,
result in any hazard, harm or conplication referred
to above; and

3) the authorities shall pronmote fulfilnment of the
obligations referred to above, and use recycl abl e
products or products manufactured fromrecycled
materials in their own activities.



Section 5 — Governnent general regulations

(1)

(2)

In order to inplenent the provisions of the present
chapter, the CGovernnent can issue genera
regul ati ons on:

1) labelling of the product or information to be
attached to the product;

2) a deposit on the product, or paynents to be made
for return of the product;

3) prohibition or restriction of, or precondition
for, the manufacture, inport, export, release onto
the market, transferral, sale, delivery or use of
the product, if its production, use or discard is
generating waste, which is known or can justifiably
be expected to significantly hanper or conplicate

t he organi zati on of waste managenent, or result in
hazard or harmto health or the environnent; and

4) any ot her conparable matter necessary for

i npl enentation of an international agreenent binding
on Fi nl and.

In issuing a general regulation, the Governnment can
al so prescribe that the authorities be provided with
any information on operations, products or wastes
necessary for inplenmenting the regul ation.

Chapter 3 — Organi zati on of waste nanagenent

Section 6 — General duties related to the organization of
wast e management

Wast e managenent shall be organized as foll ows:

1) unless otherwi se provided below in this chapter
or chapter 3a, the waste hol der shall be responsible
for organi zi ng waste managenent; (452/2004)

2) waste shall be recovered if this is technically
feasi bl e and does not entail excessive additional



costs conpared with sone other formof waste
managenent ;

3) the first priority shall be given to recovery of
the material contained in waste, and the second
priority to recovery of the energy contained in

wast e;

4) waste or waste managenent shall not cause hazard
or harmto health or the environnent;

5) waste managenent shall enploy the best
econom cal |l y avail abl e technol ogy and the best
possi bl e practice of conbating harmto health and

t he environnent;

6) abandonnment or uncontrolled disposal of waste is
pr ohi bi t ed;

7) waste shall be collected and stored separately at
all stages of waste managenent as far as is
necessary and technically and economcally feasible
in order to prevent hazard or harmto health or the
envi ronment or to organi ze waste managenent
appropriately;

8) different types of hazardous waste shall not be
m xed with one another or with other waste or
substances unless this is necessary for waste
recovery or disposal, and can be done wi thout
causi ng hazard or harmto health or the environnent;
9) if mxing has taken place in violation of the
general prohibition laid down in paragraph 8 above,
the waste shall be separated if this is technically
and econom cally feasible and necessary in order to
prevent hazard or harmto health or the environnent;
10) waste disposal shall take place at one of the
near est appropriate waste disposal facilities; and
11) waste managenent shall be planned, organized and
fi nanced, and waste nanagenent approval procedures
applied in order to ensure that the country has an
adequat e nunber of appropriate waste di sposal
facilities for various types of disposal.
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(1)

on 7 — Organi zation of waste collection

Wast e producers shall organi ze the collection of
wast e.

Property hol ders shall, however, take care to
organi ze the collection of waste covered by a waste
transport scheme. Waste producers shall deliver such
waste to a collection site provided by the property
hol der.

Qperators shall, for their part, organize the
collection of waste in their area or on their route.
The nmunicipality can designate the collection site
to which waste nust be delivered for the waste
transport schene.

on 8 — Organi zation of waste transport

Waste hol ders shall take care to organize the
transport of waste.

on 9 — Waste transport

The waste transporter shall take care that the waste
is transported in the appropriate manner and that it
is delivered to the facility specified by the waste
hol der or designated by the authorities. If the
waste is not accepted at the facility, the
transporter shall return it to the waste hol der.

on 10 — Waste transport schene

Ei t her as an i ndependent operation or enploying

anot her corporation or private undertaking,

muni ci palities shall organize the transport of
househol d waste and waste of a conparable nature,
conposition and quantity fromindustrial, service or
ot her operations, other than hazardous waste
(muni ci pal waste transport schenme). Municipalities



can al so accept other waste for their transport
schenme under a contract nmade with a waste hol der
(605/1997)

(2) Transport of the waste referred to in subsection 1
above in a municipality or part of it can be
organi zed, by decision of and under further
conditions specified by the nmunicipality, by nutual
agreenent between the waste hol der and the
transporter (contractual waste transport schene).
The conditions specified by the nunicipality can
refer to the type and quality of the waste to be
transported, the highest reasonable charge for
transport by type of waste, and the area within
whi ch the transporter shall offer services.

(3) Minicipalities can decide not to organi ze the waste
transport referred to in subsections 1 or 2 (waste
transport schenme) in areas with difficult
connections or with few waste holders or little
waste to be transported, unless transport is
consi dered necessary for health or environnmental or
ot her conparabl e reasons.

(4) Waste transport schenes shall be planned and nmanaged
in such a way that they formpart of the
i npl enmentation of the general duties laid down in
section 6 and provide waste holders with an adequate
service. If waste transport has not been organized
on a property-specific basis, the nunicipality shal
ensure that the collection sites are reasonably
accessi bl e. (452/2004)

Section 11 — Subscribing to a waste transport schene
(452/ 2004)

Waste hol ders shall subscribe to a waste transport
schenme in their area. Waste holders shall take their
waste to a waste container or a collection site
provi ded as part of a waste transport schene, except
for waste that the waste hol ders thensel ves recover



or di spose of under this Act, provisions issued
pursuant to it or relevant nunicipal waste
managenent regul ati ons.

Section 12 — Waste recovery and di sposal

Waste hol ders shall organize the recovery and

di sposal of waste.

Section 13 — Waste recovery and di sposal organi zed by
muni ci palities

(1)

(2)

Muni ci palities shall organize the recovery or

di sposal of househol d waste and waste of conparable
nature, conposition and quantity arising from
industrial, service or other operations, other than
hazardous waste. Municipalities shall also organize
the recovery or disposal of hazardous waste from
househol ds, as well as fromagriculture and forestry
unl ess the quantity of such waste is excessive.

Muni ci palities can al so organi ze the recovery or

di sposal of other waste under a contract nade with a
waste holder. Municipalities can al so order that
waste be delivered for municipally organized

di sposal . (605/1997)

Muni ci palities can assign the waste nanagenent
provided for in subsection 1 partly or entirely to
anot her corporation or private undertaking. Even in
this case, the nunicipality shall remain |iable for
fulfilment of its |egal obligations.

Section 14 — Waste nmanagenent organi zed secondarily by
the property hol der

| f the waste hol der neglects his duties as provided
for in sections 7, 8 and 12, the holder of the
property on which the waste was generated or who

al l owed delivery of the waste to the site shall take
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(1)

(2)

Sect i

(1)

care to organi ze waste nmanagenent. |If the property
hol der changes after the waste has been renoved from
the property, the property owner shall take care to
organi ze the waste managenent referred to above.

on 15 — Delivery of waste and the consignee's duties

Waste can be delivered only:

1) to a consignee approved in accordance with the
approval procedures referred to in chapter 8;

2) to whonsoever has the right to receive the waste
under an environnental permt granted in accordance
with the Environnmental Protection Act;

3) to whonsoever is not required to have an
environnmental permt for its operations under
section 30(1) of the Environnental Protection Act on
t he grounds prescribed in section 28(1)(4) of the
said Act, said operations having been entered in the
envi ronment al protection database in conpliance with
section 65 of the same Act;

4) provided the consignee is not required to have
such approval, permt or entry as referred to in

par agraphs 1-3 above, to a consignee who fulfils the
necessary requirenents for organizing appropriate
wast e managenent. (91/2000)

When waste is delivered in accordance with the
procedure prescribed in subsection 1, duty to take
care of its managenent shall shift to the waste
consignee. Duty shall not, however, shift to a
transporter entered in the waste data register
referred to in section 49 if the waste is
transported by nmeans other than the waste transport
schene.

on 16 — Cooperation between nmunicipalities

| f necessary, municipalities shall fulfil their
duties to organi ze waste managenent in cooperation.



(2)
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(2)
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| f cooperation between nmunicipalities is necessary
in order to arrange waste managenent in accordance
Wi th provisions or regulations issued in or under
this Act, but the municipalities are unable to reach
agreenent about said cooperation, the Governnent can
require said nunicipalities to cooperate, and
stipulate the conditions for such cooperation.

on 17 — Munici pal waste managenent regul ations

Muni ci palities can issue |local general regulations
on nore detailed inplenmentation of the provisions of
this chapter and of Governnent general regul ations

i ssued under them concerning:

1) waste collection, sorting, storage, transport,
deal i ng, recovery or disposal and the technica

requi renents for them

2) nmeasures required to prevent hazard or harmto
health or the environnment; and

3) supervision of waste managenent.

The reqgul ations shall be publicized in the manner in
whi ch nmuni ci pal notices are issued in the
muni ci pality concerned. In addition, the regional
envi ronnent centre shall be notified about the
regul ati ons. (63/1995)

Section 18 — Governnent general regulations on
i npl enmenting the provisions on the organi zati on of waste
managenent (605/1997)

(1)

In order to inplenent the provisions of the present
chapter, the Governnent can issue genera
regul ati ons on: (605/1997)

1) waste collection, |abelling, sorting, storage,
transport, dealing, recovery or disposal, and the
technical requirenents for them

2) nmeasures required to prevent hazard or harmto
health or the environnent;



(2)
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3) surveillance and supervi sion;

4) the identification formneeded to identify

hazar dous waste and supervise its transport, and the
use of this form

Par agraph 5 has been repeal ed. (452/2004)

6) any conparable matter necessary to inplenent the
provi sions of this chapter.

In issuing a general regulation, the Governnent may
al so provide that the informati on on waste or waste
managenent needed in order to supervise

i npl enentation of the regulation shall be given to
the authorities.

Chapter 3a — Producer responsibility (452/2004)

Section 18a — (bjectives (452/2004)

(1)

(2)

Producer responsibility neans the obligation of the
producers referred to in section 18b to see to
organi ze the reuse, recovery and ot her waste
managenent of the products they have put on the

mar ket and the resulting waste, and to neet the
costs incurred.

The objective of producer responsibility is, in
accordance with the principles of sustainable use of
natural resources and sustai nabl e producti on and
consunpti on,

1) to make the prevention of waste generation and
the reuse of products nore efficient;

2) to make the reuse, recovery and other waste
managenent of products di scarded as waste and
conponents thereof nore efficient;

3) to reduce the quantity and harnful ness of waste
taken to landfills and the hazard and harmto human
heal th and the environment arising from waste.
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18b — Products and producers covered by producer
responsibility (452/2004)

(1)

(2)

Producer responsibility shall apply to the foll ow ng
products and producers:

1) tyres of notor and ot her vehicles and equi pnent
and their producers; professional manufacturers and
inporters of tyres and of vehicles and equi pnent
fitted wth tyres and retreaders of tyres are
regarded as producers;

2) newspapers, magazi nes, office paper and ot her
simlar paper products and their producers;

pr of essi onal manufacturers and inporters of paper
used for the manufacturing of printing paper and

ot her paper products are regarded as producers;

3) packagi ng and producers of packagi ng;

pr of essi onal packagers of products and i nporters of
packaged products are regarded as producers.

4) nmotor cars, vans and other simlar vehicles and
their producers; vehicle manufacturers, professional
i nporters and professional internediaries who inport
vehicles to the country on behal f of donestic users
are regarded as producers;

5) electrical and electronic equi pnent and their
producers; manufacturers and inporters of electrical
and el ectroni c equi pnent and sellers that sell

equi pnent under their own brand are regarded as
producers; producer responsibility shall not,
however, apply to equipnent that is specifically
designed for mlitary purposes or that is otherw se
connected with protection of the essential security
interests of the State.

Furt her provisions on which products cone under the
definitions in subsection 1 shall be given by

Gover nment decr ee.

Section 18c — Producer responsibility (452/2004)



(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
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Unl ess ot herwi se provi ded bel ow, producers have an
obligation to pronote the reuse of the products
referred to in section 18b and to organi ze the
reuse, recovery and ot her waste managenent of
products di scarded as waste and conponents thereof
and to assune responsibility for the costs incurred.
The producer obligations may cover products which
the producer itself has put on the market as well as
a proportion of all simlar products put on the

mar ket that i1s considered reasonable in relation to
t he nunber or nmarket share of the products,
irrespective of the date on which the products were
put on the market.

Reuse, recovery and ot her waste managenent based on
the principle of producer responsibility shall be in
accordance with the provisions on general duties
|aid down in sections 4 and 6(2-11), the provisions
on waste transport laid dow in section 9 and the
provi sions on the delivery of waste and the
consignee’s duties laid down in section 15, as
appl i cabl e.

Further provisions may be given by Government decree
on the foll ow ng:

1) quantitative targets and obligations concerning
the reduction, reuse, recycling and recovery of

di scarded products referred to in this chapter and
waste resulting fromthem and the deadlines for
reaching the targets and fulfilling the obligations,
and in such a way that the targets and obligations
may be specified by material, product or product
group;

2) the prevention of substantial harmto waste
managenent caused by di scarded products referred to
in this chapter and the nmeasures necessary for
preventing hazard or harmto human health or the
environnment arising fromtheir reuse, recovery and
ot her wast e managenent;
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Section 18d — Collection facilities for products covered
by producer responsibility (452/2004)

Producers shall ensure that the network of
collection facilities for discarded products
referred to in section 18b is of such extent that
the | ast holders of the products have a reasonabl e
opportunity to deliver discarded products for reuse,
recovery or for other waste managenent in all parts
of country.

Section 18e — Product | abelling and information on
di sassenbly (452/2004)

(1)

(2)

(3)

Producers of the vehicles referred to in section 18b
above shall ensure that the products or conponents
t hereof are appropriately |abelled for
identification of conponents containing hazardous
substances. Electrical and el ectronic equi pnent
shal | have | abelling indicating the producer, the
date on which the appliance was put on the narket
and the obligation concerning separate coll ection.
Producers of vehicles and electrical and electronic
equi pnent shall also ensure that the sellers of the
products and, when necessary, other operators are
provided with the necessary information and
instructions on the products, their reuse and

di sassenbly and the recyclability of the conponents
t hereof, and the |ocation of hazardous substances
and conponents in the products.

Further provisions on the | abelling of products
referred to in subsections 1 and 2 and the
information on their disassenbly shall be given by
Gover nment decr ee.

Section 18f — Obligation to provide information
(452/ 2004)
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(2)
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Producers shall provide the Pirkanmaa Regi ona

Envi ronment Centre with information on products put
on the market, the accunul ation of discarded
products and their collection, reuse, recovery,
export and ot her waste managenment, and other simlar
matters that is necessary for supervision of the

i npl ementation of this Act and the provisions on
producer responsibility issued under it.

Furt her product-specific provisions on the
information referred to in subsection 1 above shal
be given by Governnent decree.

Section 18g — Producer corporations and ot her cooperation
by producers (452/2004)

(1)

(2)

Producers nmay take care of their obligations arising
from section 18c and other obligations arising from
this Act and provisions issued under it in
cooperation with other producers and operators by
establishing a legally conpetent corporation or
foundati on (producer corporation), by joining an

exi sting producer corporation or by agreeing on the
matter with an existing producer corporation. If a
producer has joined a producer corporation or

concl uded an agreenent with it, producer
responsibility will be transferred fromthe producer
to the producer corporation as soon as the
notification concerning the producer corporation,
the joining process or the agreenent has been
approved or entered in the producer data register,
as laid down in section 50c.

In a producer corporation the obligations shall be
fairly divided between the producers and any ot her
operators, with consideration given to the nature
and extent of operations, and in such a way that any
barriers to business or distortion of conpetition
are avoi ded. A producer corporation shall, under the



(3)

(4)
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sane terns as producers already in the corporation,
accept as sharehol ders, nenbers and contract ual
partners new producers for whom because of a
limted market or other special reason, it would be
econom cal |l y unreasonabl e to organi ze conprehensive
reuse, recovery and ot her waste managenent

i ndependent | y;

In order to achieve the objectives laid down in
section 18a(2), the producer corporation shall give
equal consideration to all econom c operators and
their proper operational prerequisites on the market
i n question when concl udi ng agreenents on the
organi zation of the practical aspects of reuse,
recovery and ot her waste managenent.

The Governnent may by its decision oblige producer
corporations and producers operating in a certain
product sector to cooperate if it its necessary for
the dismantling or the prevention of such parallel
reuse and recovery systens that manifestly harmthe
overall functioning of the systens or the
opportunity of the |ast holders of the products to
have di scarded products delivered for reuse,
recovery or other waste managenent.

Provi sions on producer corporations laid down in
subsections 2-4 shall also correspondingly apply to
ot her cooperative arrangenents involving several
producers that manage reuse, recovery or other waste
managenent in accordance with the principle of
producer responsibility and that have an inportant
position on the market in the products or product
groups concer ned.

Section 18h — Obligations of certain other operators
(452/ 2004)

(1)

Sellers and other suppliers of tyres referred to in
section 18b(1)(1) above shall accept discarded tyres
from purchasers of new tyres. The nunber of tyres to
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be accepted shall be in reasonable proportion to the
guantities sold, and the discarded tyres shal
correspond to the types of tyres to be purchased.

(2) The sellers of electrical and el ectronic equi pnent
referred to in section 18b(1)(5) above and ot her
di stributors shall accept from purchasers di scarded
el ectrical and el ectronic appliances originating
fromprivate households if replaced by purchasing a
new simlar appliance, or shall direct the purchaser
to anot her reception point.

(3) Sellers and other distributors of beverages referred
to in section 18k bel ow shall accept enpty beverage
containers fromthe purchasers of such beverages.

(4) Property holders shall provide residenti al
properties and properties incorporating offices or
production or service functions with facilities and
equi pnent for collecting discarded paper products
referred to in section 18b(1)(2) above. The
obligation shall not, however, apply to properties
that are located in |owdensity areas or sparsely
popul ated areas in which producers have organized
collection in regional collection facilities or in
whi ch collection would result in unreasonable costs
because of the small quantities of paper to be
col | ect ed.

(5 Minicipalities shall act in a way that does not
prejudice the ability of producers to take care of
the obligations laid down in this chapter and under
it.

Section 18i — Rights of the last holder of the product
(452/ 2004)

The | ast hol der of products referred to in section
18b above has a right to deliver discarded products
free of charge to the reuse, recovery and waste
managenent system organi zed by the producer. If the
product | acks conponents essential to its recovery
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val ue, such as the engine, essential body parts or a
catal ytic converter, or if objects or substances
substantially hanpering the reuse, recovery or other
wast e managenent have been added to it, the
deliverer of the end-of-life vehicle may, however,
be charged a fee corresponding to the raw materi al
val ue of the discarded conponents or a reasonabl e
fee corresponding to the additional costs of reuse,
recovery or other waste managenent.

Section 18] — Special provisions on packagi ng and
packagi ng waste (452/2004)

(1)

(2)

Sect i

The producer responsibility covering packaging is on
a partial basis. Producers nust for their part see
to it that an average of 61 per cent by wei ght of

al | packagi ng waste is recovered. Waste hol ders,
property holders and nmunicipalities shall be
responsi bl e for the other aspects of the managenent
of packagi ng waste, as laid dow in chapter 3.

The obligations concerning the recovery of packagi ng

and packagi ng waste and the cost liability
obl i gations connected with it, the nonitoring
information referred to in section 18f, and the

obl i gations concerning the provision of waste

information referred to in section 68(2) shall not

apply to packagi ng establishnents and inporters

referred to in section 18b(1)(3) whose operations in

t he previous year had generated a turnover of |ess
t han EUR 1, 000, 000.

on 18k — Certain beverage containers (1040/2004)

Provisions laid down in this Act on reuse, recovery
and ot her waste managenent based on the principle of
producer responsibility and on producers shal
correspondingly apply to the functioning return
systemreferred to in section 3(1)(2) of the Act on
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excise duty on certain beverage containers and to
the parties liable to pay tax referred to in section
4 of the sanme Act.

Section 18l — Special provisions on end-of-life vehicles
(452/ 2004)

(1)

(2)

The | ast holder of a vehicle referred to in section
18b( 1) (4) that can be considered as waste referred
toin section 3(1)(1) (end-of-life vehicle) shal
deliver the end-of-life vehicle to a collector or
treatnent facility within a system covered by
producer responsibility. The consignee nust verify
that the |last holder has a right to deliver the end-
of-l1ife vehicle. The | ast hol der of the vehicle nust
in this connection be issued with an appropriate
certificate of destruction so that the end-of-life
vehicle can be irrevocably renmoved fromthe vehicle
traffic register of the Finnish Vehicle

Adm ni stration. The producer can be charged a
reasonabl e fee for the deregistration of the
vehi cl e.

Further provisions on deregistration and the
certificate of destruction shall be given by
Governnment decree, and on the fees charged for it by
M nistry of Transport and Conmuni cati ons decree.

Section 18m — Special provisions on electrical and
el ectroni c equi pnent (452/2004)

(1)

Producers shall be responsible for the costs
incurred in the recovery and ot her waste nmanagenent
of electrical and el ectronic equi pnent discarded by
users other than private households if the
appl i ances have been put on the market after August
13, 2005. Producers shall be responsible for the
costs incurred in the recovery and ot her waste
managenent of discarded products that were put on



(2)

20

the market before that date only if the discarded
product is replaced with a simlar product or a
product with simlar use. O herw se the user of the
product other than a private househol d shall be
responsi ble for the costs incurred in the recovery
and ot her waste nmanagenent of the di scarded
appl i ance. Producers and product users other than
private househol ds nay al so agree on a different

di stribution of costs.

Producers of electrical and el ectronic equi pnent
shal | provide a guarantee, such as recycling

i nsurance or a bl ocked bank account, or be part of
an appropriate financing scheme in order to
denonstrate that the financing of the future waste
managenent of househol d appliances to be put on the
mar ket after August 13, 2005 has been secur ed.

Section 18n — Authorization to inplenent European
Communi ty provi sions on producer responsibility by decree
(452/ 2004)

A CGovernnent decree on inplenenting the European
Communi ty provi sions on producer responsibility may
al so cover the follow ng:

1) technical requirenents for the collection,

| abel i ng, sorting, storage, preservation,
transport, dealing, reuse, recovery, disposal and
ot her waste managenent of the discarded products
referred to in this chapter, and the show ng of
wast e managenent costs in the price of the product.
2) application of provisions on producer
responsibility if the products are purchased from
foreign countries or are exported by neans of

el ectronic or other distance selling.

Chapter 4 — Littering (91/2000)
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on 19 — Prohibition on littering

No litter, dirt or discarded machine, device,
vehi cl e, vessel or other object nmay be abandoned in
the environnent in a manner which may cause hazard
or harmto health, uncleanliness, disfigurenent of
the | andscape, decline in anmenities or other

conpar abl e hazard or harm (prohibition on
littering).

on 20 — Duty to clean a littered area

The litterer shall be responsible for cleaning up
any littered area. The organi zer of an entertai nnment
or other such event shall also be considered a
litterer if the event leads to littering of the

envi ronnent .

If the litterer cannot be ascertained or reached, or
if he fails to conply with his cleaning duty and the
littered area is a public or private road area, or
its adjacent or surrounding area, a railway area, a
public outdoor |eisure or notorsledging route area,
a public outdoor |eisure or recreation area, or

ot her conparable area neant for public use, or an
area covered by a ratified town plan, the hol der of
the littered area and, in the area of a public

out door | eisure or notorsledging route, the keeper
of the route, shall be responsible for cleaning the
area. (147/1999)

The duty to clean a street is provided for

el sewhere. (147/1999)

on 21 — Ordering cleaning of a littered area
The nmuni ci pal environnental protection commttee can

order a litterer or other party obliged to do so to
clean a littered area. (1015/1996)
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If the litterer cannot be ascertained or reached, or
if he fails to conply with his cleaning duty, and
the area concerned is not one referred to in section
20(2), the municipal environnmental protection
commttee can order the holder of the area to cl ean
the littered area, provided that the cleaning duty
is not considered excessive. If the area concerned
is in the possession of the nunicipality, the

provi nci al governnment can order the nmunicipality to
clean the littered area. (1015/1996)

| f some holder of a littered area other than a
muni ci pality, as referred to in subsection 2, fails
to conmply with his cleaning duty or if this duty
nmust be consi dered excessive, the regional

envi ronnent centre can order the nmunicipality to
clean the area. (63/1995)

Sections 22-26

Sections 22-26 have been repeal ed. (91/2000)

Chapter 5 — Cost liability and finance

Section 27 — Cost liability of waste hol der (452/2004)

The waste hol der or the previous hol der shall be
liable for costs arising fromwaste unl ess otherw se
provided in provisions on producer responsibility in
chapter 3a.

Section 28 — Minicipal waste charge

(1)

Muni cipalities have the right to collect a waste
charge to cover the costs of waste managenent and
rel ated functions organi zed by them The waste
charge can consi st of one or several paynents.
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For waste disposal, a waste charge shall be
col |l ected which covers at |east the costs of setting
up, running, closure and after-care of disposal
sites.

on 29 — Grounds for setting the nunicipal waste

char ge

(1)

(2)

Sect i

(1)

(2)

The general grounds for setting the waste charge are
the type, quality and quantity of the waste and
transport frequency. Further grounds which may be
taken into account are the |oading and carri age
conditions on the property and in the transport

area, the use of nunicipal waste collection device,
and the transport distance, if the waste is
transported as a single transport.

| f the quantity or quality of waste cannot be
established reliably without difficulty or if
necessary for environnmental protection or the

organi zati on of waste nmanagenent, the grounds for
setting the waste charge can also be the gross floor
area or nunber of persons on the property, or other
conpar abl e grounds.

on 30 — Setting the municipal waste charge

The municipality shall approve a tariff |aying down
detail ed grounds for setting the waste charge. The
approved tariff shall ensure that the waste charge
corresponds to the |l evel of service provided and
encour ages reduction of the quantity and harnful ness
of waste and recovery of waste. The waste charge
shall be set and inposed by an authority appointed
by the nunicipality. (452/2004)

| f the waste charge based on the tariff can be
consi dered unreasonably high or low, it can be set
contrary to the tariff or waived, giving special
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consideration to the quantity of waste, the |evel of
service of organi zed waste managenent and the
i ndependent organi zati on of waste recovery and
di sposal referred to in section 11. (452/2004)
(3) In individual cases, the grounds for the waste
charge can be | aid down i ndependently of the tariff.
(4) In setting the waste charge contrary to or
i ndependently of the tariff, the grounds for the
charge nust be fair and reasonabl e.

Section 31 — Liability for paynent of the municipal waste
char ge

(1) A holder or previous holder of waste attended to by
the municipality shall be liable to pay the waste
char ge.

(2) If the municipality organizes recovery or disposal
of waste, but not transport, the waste charge can be
collected fromthe transporter.

Section 32 — (bjection | odged agai nst the mnunicipal waste
char ge

Wthin 14 days of receiving the bill, the party
Iiable for paynent shall have the right to | odge an
objection with the nmunicipal authority responsible
for setting and collecting the waste charge. A

deci sion shall be nmade on the objection and a new
bill issued to the party liable for paynent.

Section 33 — Paynent and refund of the nunicipal waste
char ge

(1) The waste charge shall be paid to the nmunicipality.
The nmunicipality can al so order the charge to be
paid to an organi zation or undertaking acting on its
behal f.
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The waste charge shall be paid notw thstanding
appeal within the tine frane stated in the bill or
in any new bill issued in response to an objection.
| f the deadline for paynment is not net, interest at
the annual rate referred to in section 4(3) of the
Interest Act, calculated fromthe date of maturity,
shal | be paid on the anpbunt due. (298/1995)

| f the waste charge is revoked or reduced as a
result of appeal, the municipality shall refund the
excess, plus annual interest calculated fromthe
date of paynent to the date of refund at a rate
equivalent to the currently valid three-nonth market
rate confirmed by the Mnistry of Finance Act on
certain reference rates (996/1998), adjusted to
correspond to an average annual rate. (91/2000)

Section 34 — Non-application of provisions on the
muni ci pal waste charge

The provisions on the municipal waste charge shal
not apply, insofar as the recovery or disposal of
wast e has been assigned to an organi zation or
undertaking referred to in section 13(2).

Section 35 — State participation in waste managenent work
(91/2000)

If waste in the environnent or sone other discarded
obj ect or substance causes hazard, harm or other
consequence as referred to in section 19 above or
section 7 of the Environnental Protection Act, and
the costs of work or neasures necessary to prevent
or elimnate this are, or may prove, unreasonable
for the nmunicipal waste managenent system the

regi onal environnent centre can, having so agreed
with the relevant nmunicipality as necessary, carry
out the work or neasure, have it carried out under
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the State budget as waste managenent work or
ot herwi se contribute to the costs referred to above.

Chapter 6 — Authorities

Sect i

(1)

(2)

(3)

Sect i

Sect i

(1)

on 36 — National authorities (452/2004)

The M nistry of the Environment shall manage, direct
and devel op performance of the tasks laid down in
the provisions and regul ations issued in and under
this Act.

The Finnish Environnment Institute shall supervise
conpliance wth the provisions and regul ati ons

i ssued in and under this Act concerning the inport
and export of wastes and the transit of waste
through Finnish territory (transboundary novenents
of wastes). (63/1995)

The Pirkanmaa Regi onal Environnent Centre shall, as
a national authority, supervise conpliance with the
provi sions issued in and under this Act concerning
producers, producer corporations and producer
responsibility. (452/2004)

on 37 — Regional authorities (63/1995)

The regi onal environnment centre shall direct and
devel op performance of the tasks laid down in the
provi sions and regul ations issued in and under this
Act within the province concerned, and shal
supervi se conpliance with these provisions and
regul ati ons.

on 38 — Municipal authorities
The nmuni ci pal environnmental protection conmttee

referred to in the Act on Mnicipal Environnental
Adm ni stration (64/1986) shall supervise conpliance
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wi th provisions and regul ations issued in and under
this Act wthin the nunicipality concerned.
(1015/1996)

(2) Subsection 2 has been repeal ed. (91/2000)

Section 39 — O her authorities

(1) Transboundary novenents of waste and conpliance with
provi sions and regul ations issued in and under this
Act which concern the inport and export of products
referred to in section 5(1) shall also be supervised
by the Custons.

(2) Inissuing a general regulation referred to in
section 5 or section 18, the Governnent can al so
order sone other governnent authority to contribute
to supervising conpliance with the regul ation.
(91/2000)

Chapter 7 — Pl anni ng concerni ng wastes and waste
managemnment

Section 40 — National and regional waste plan

(1) In order to carry out and devel op the tasks provided
for or regulated in or under this Act, the Mnistry
of the Environnent and the regional environnment
centre shall draw up a plan concerni ng waste and
wast e managenent (national and regi onal waste plan).
(63/1995)

(2) The waste plan shall present data on wastes and the
current state of waste nmanagenent, the devel opnent
targets set and the neasures necessary to achieve
t hem

(3) The Mnistry of the Environment can prescribe that
the part of the national waste plan which concerns
novenents of wastes shall be binding.
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Section 41 — Duties of nunicipalities in draw ng up waste
pl ans (63/1995)

Muni cipalities shall provide the regional

envi ronnent centre, which shall further provide the
Mnistry of the Environnment, with the data necessary
for drawi ng up waste plans concerni ng waste
generated within the nunicipality, the organization
and supervi sion of waste managenent, and devel opnent
targets.

Chapter 8 — Approval procedures

Sections 42-44

Sections 42-44 have been repeal ed. (91/2000)

Section 45 — Movenents of waste (63/1995)

(1)

(2)

(3)

The provisions of Council Regul ation 259/1993/ EEC on
t he supervision and control of shipnments of waste
within, into and out of the European Community,

herei nafter the Waste Shi pnment Regul ati on, and ot her
provisions laid down or prescribed under said

Regul ation, shall apply to novenents of waste and
approval thereof. This notw thstanding, the

provi sions and regul ations |aid down or prescribed
in or under this Act in accordance with the Waste
Shi pnment Regul ation shall apply to novenents of
wast e taking place exclusively within Finnish
territory.

The Finnish Environnment Institute is in Finland the
conpetent authority referred to in the Waste

shi pnment Regul ation for transboundary novenents of
wast e.

The Finnish Environnment Institute can i ssue general
directives on transboundary novenents of waste.
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Sections 46-48

Sections 46-48 have been repeal ed. (91/2000)

Section 49 — Notification of operations to the waste data
regi ster

(1)

(2)

(3)

For the purpose of entry in the waste data register
as referred to in section 70, the regional

envi ronment centre shall be notified of:

1) the commercial collection and transport of waste;
and

2) the party selling the waste or acting as the
dealer if the waste is intended for recovery or

di sposal outside Finnish territory.

The notification shall contain adequate information
on the operations and the econom c operator. It nust
be submtted at | east 60 days before starting
operations. A notification nust also be nade for the
pur poses of supervising the operations in a manner
prescribed further by decree. (91/2000)

The regi onal environnent centre shall be notified

wi t hout delay of any significant change in the
operations referred to in the notification or of
term nation of operations. (63/1995)

Section 49a Conditions for acceptance in the waste data
regi ster (91/2000)

An operation can be entered in the waste data
register if it can be shown in the description
attached to the notification or by other neans that
1) operations are carried out in accordance with
this Act and provisions issued under it, and in a
pr of essi onal manner;

2) machinery and equi pnment used in the operations
are of high technical quality, also considering any
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environnental effects or hazard, or harmto health
or the environnent;

3) the econom c operator has a sufficiently sound
financial standing considering the extent or nature
of the operations and the provisions regul ating
them or is able to provide adequate security to
ensure proper waste nmanagenent.

Section 50 — Regul ations issued on entry in the waste
data register (91/2000)

The regi onal environnment centre shall make a

deci sion concerning notification for entry in the
waste data register. The decision may include
necessary provisions to ensure conpliance with the
obl i gati ons under section 49a and to supervise
operations. |If necessary, the provisions can be nmade
to restrict the operations to include only a certain
type of waste or the anmount of waste that can be
st or ed.

Section 50a — Changi ng and cancel ling a decision on
transboundary novenents of waste or entry in the waste
data register (91/2000)

(1) A decision concerning transboundary novenents of
waste or entry in the waste data regi ster can be
changed on the initiative of the authority that
i ssued the decision if the conditions have
significantly changed or if it turns out that the
damage or harm caused by the operations is
considerably greater than originally estimated or if
the conditions affecting the decision are |ater
found to be very different fromwhat was required
when the decision was issued. The decision can al so
be changed if this is necessary in order to ratify
an international agreenment binding on Finland. A
matter concerni ng anmendnent of the decision nust be
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processed as applicable in the same manner as the

i ssue of the deci sion.

Acceptance for entry can be cancelled if any of the
significant conditions for entry are no | onger
fulfilled or if the provisions have been viol at ed,
causing material risk or harmto health or the

envi ronnent .

Section 50b — Notification for entry and approval in the
producer data register (452/2004)

(1)

(2)

Producers referred to in section 18b above nust
submt a notification to the Pirkanmaa Regi ona

Envi ronment Centre for entry in the producer data
register. Simlarily, producer corporations nust
submt a notification for approval in the producer
data register, in which case producers wthin the
corporation do not need to submt a separate
notification. The Pirkanmaa Regi onal Environnent
Centre nust also be notified of any essenti al
changes in operations, discontinuation of operations
and changes in the nenbership or contractua

partners of producer corporations.

The notification nust contain sufficient information
on the producer, the operations, and the reuse,
recovery and ot her waste managenent of the discarded
products on the basis of which the appropriateness
of the arrangenents can be assessed. Producers of

el ectrical and el ectronic equipnment shall submt
information on the guarantee referred to in section
18n(2). The notification submtted by producer
corporations nmust also give the necessary
informati on on agreenents and rules on the basis of
which it can be assessed whether the operations are
in conpliance with the requirenents |laid down in
section 18g(2-3) of the Act. Further provisions on
the content of the notification shall be given by
Gover nment decr ee.
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Whosoever in his tax return submtted in conpliance
with section 22 of the Excise Taxation Act
(1469/1994) decl ares beverage containers as part of
a functioning return systemreferred to in section
3(1)(2) of the Act on excise duty on certain
beverage containers, must submt a notification of
t he beverage container return systemto the

Pi r kannmaa Regi onal Environnment Centre for approva
in the producer data register. Provisions of
subsections 1 and 2 above shall apply to the
notification, as applicable. (1040/2004)

Section 50c — Entry and approval in the producer data
regi ster (452/2004)

(1)

(2)

The Pirkanmaa Regi onal Environnent Centre shal

enter the producer in the producer data register. A
producer of electrical and el ectronic equi pnment may
not be entered in the register unless information is
provi ded on the guarantee referred in section

18m( 2).

A producer corporation nmay be approved in the
producer data register if it can be shown in the
information attached to the notification or by other
means t hat:

1) operations are carried out in accordance with
this Act and provisions issued under it;

2) the objectives concerning reuse and recovery and
ot her obligations that have been issued in and under
this Act are taken into account in the reuse,
recovery and other waste nmanagenent of the products
and the waste resulting fromthem

3) the producer corporation has, considering the
extent or nature of the operations, a sufficiently
sound financial standing for ensuring proper waste
managenent or is able to provide an adequate
guarantee if required.
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A decision shall be nmade on the basis of the
notification concerning the approval of a producer
corporation in the producer data register. In
connection with the entry or approval in the data
regi ster, the regional environnment centre may inpose
obl i gations necessary for conpliance with the

provi sions issued in and under this Act and for
supervi sion of the operations.

The provisions laid down in subsections 1-3 above on
t he approval of producers or producer corporations
in the producer data register shall also apply to

t he approval of the functioning return system
referred to in section 3(1)(2) of the Act on excise
duty of certain beverage containers, as applicable.
(1040/ 2004)

Chapter 9 — Collection of information, inspection and
supervi si on

Section 51 — Duty to be well inforned and keep a record

(1)

(2)

(3)

Producers and manufacturers or inporters of products
shal |l be sufficiently well informed about the waste
resulting fromtheir production or product, its

i npact on health and the environnment, ways of
reducing its quantity and harnful ness, waste
managenent, and possi bl e ways to devel op the
production process or product so as to reduce the
quantity and harnful ness of the waste.

Waste hol ders shall be sufficiently well inforned
about the quantity, type, quality and origin, about
properties of significance for waste managenent, and
about inpact on health and the environnent, of the
waste in their possession.

Hol ders of environnental permts, producers of

hazar dous wastes excl udi ng househol ds, comrerci al
transporters of hazardous waste and waste sellers
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and dealers as referred to in section 49(1)(2) shal
keep a record of the quantity, type, quality and
origin of all waste arising fromtheir operations,
coll ected, stored or kept in internediate store,
transported, recovered or disposed of, or sold or
dealt in, and when delivering waste el sewhere, also
of the place of origin and delivery place and date,
and of the manner of transport and recovery or

di sposal. The duty to keep a record shall also apply
to the producers referred to in section 18b in the
case of information referred to in section 18f.
(452/ 2004)

(4) The supervisory or permt authorities in individual
cases and the Mnistry of the Environnment in general
can issue regulations and directives on conpliance
with the duty to be well informed and keep a record.

Section 52 — The authorities' right to obtain information
(605/1997)

(1) The supervisory authorities, the Mnistry of the
Envi ronment, the Finnish Environnment Institute and
muni ci palities shall have the right, on request, to
obtain froma waste hol der or other party organi zing
wast e managenent or required to clean a littered
area any information needed to supervise provisions
and regul ations issued in and under this Act or to
carry out their duties. The supervisory authorities,
the Mnistry of the Environment and the Finnish
Environment Institute shall also have the right, on
request, to obtain from producers and manufacturers
or inporters of a product any information needed to
i npl ement provisions and regul ations issued in and
under this Act, concerning the production and
materials used in it, the products manufactured or
i nported, and any resulting wastes and waste
managenent. The Pirkanmaa Regi onal Environnent
Centre and the Mnistry of the Environnent shal
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al so have the right, on request, to obtain from
producers and producer corporations any information
needed to inplenent provisions issued in and under
this Act, concerning the manufacture, inport and
reuse of the products, and the reuse, recovery and
ot her waste managenent of products di scarded as
wast e and conponents thereof. (452/2004)

The supervisory authorities, the Mnistry of the
Envi ronment and the Finnish Environnment Institute
shall also have the right to obtain any information
and docunents needed for their activities from

anot her authority.

on 53 — International exchange of information

(605/ 1997)

Sect i

(1)

The supervisory authorities, the Mnistry of the
Envi ronment and the Finnish Environnment Institute
may provide a foreign institution, an international
organi zation or a cooperating state referred to in
an international agreenment binding on Finland with
the information required in the agreenent.

on 54 — Right of inspection

To supervise conpliance with provisions or

regul ations issued in and under this Act, the
supervi sory authorities or persons appointed by them
shal | be enpowered to carry out inspections on sites
ot her than private honmes, and for the purposes of
this inspection to obtain the necessary information,
see the necessary docunents, nmeke the necessary
measurenents or tests, and take any reasonably sized
sanpl es needed for these tests. Before action is
taken, the holder of the site concerned shall be

gi ven an opportunity to express his views, unless
the aimof the inspection requires otherw se.
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(2) The supervisory authorities can decide that the
hol der of the site inspected shall pay the
reasonabl e costs of said neasurenents or tests. The
hol der of the inspected site shall be notified of
t he nmeasurenent and test results.

Section 55

Section 55 has been repeal ed. (91/2000)

Section 56 — Executive assi stance

The police and custons authorities shall as
necessary provide the supervisory authorities with
executive assistance in supervising conpliance with
provi sions and regul ations issued in and under this
Act .

Chapter 10 — Coercive neasures and sanctions

Section 57 — Prohibitions, restrictions and ot her
provi si ons

(1) |If provisions issued in or under this Act are
violated in waste managenent or some ot her operation
referred to in this Act, the supervisory authority
or the Mnistry of the Environnent can prohibit the
violator fromcontinuing or repeating the procedure
which is in conflict with said provisions, order
said violator of the provisions to fulfil his
obligations within a fixed tinme frame, and order
i nteri mmeasures concerni ng wastes or products. The
costs of the interimneasures shall be paid by the
vi ol ator of the provisions. (605/1997)

(2) If a product does not neet requirenents laid down in
or under this Act, the Mnistry of the Environnent
can:
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1) require that changes be made to the product in
order to neet said requirenents, and that the
changes be shown to have been made;

2) tenporarily or permanently prohibit the

manuf acture, inport, dealing, sale, delivery or use
of the product or order the necessary neasures to be
t aken concerning a product already rel eased onto the

mar ket by any of the neans referred to above; and

3) order that the product be di sposed of or
recovered as waste.

| f the producer or producer corporation has not
organi zed reuse, recovery or other waste managenent
based on the principle of producer responsibility in
accordance wth the provisions and regul ati ons
issued in and under this Act, the Pirkanma Regi onal
Environnment Centre may oblige it to ensure its
operations to conply with the requirenments of |aw or
may cancel its decision concerning the approval of

t he producer corporation in the producer data

regi ster. (452/2004)

Section 58 — Conditional fine and threat of performance
and suspensi on

(1)

The M nistry of the Environnent, the regional

envi ronment centre or the mnunicipal environnental
protection commttee can reinforce a prohibition or
order based on a provision issued in or under this
Act, the Pirkanmaa Regi onal Environnent Centre can
reinforce a prohibition or order it has issued in
order to force conpliance with the provisions on
producer responsibility, and the Finnish Environnment
Institute can reinforce a prohibition based on the
Wast e Shipnment Regul ation, with threat of
conditional fine or threat of the neglected neasure
ot herwi se being perfornmed at the defaulter's
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expense, or threat of suspension or prohibition of
operations. (452/2004)

In a case concerning conditional fine and threat of
per formance and suspension, the provisions of the
Condi ti onal Fines Act (1113/1990) shall otherw se

apply.

on 59 — Institution of proceedings (91/2000)

Proceedings nay be instituted in a matter concerning
a provision or order referred to in sections 21 and
57 above with a regional environnent centre or
muni ci pal environnmental protection commttee by:

1) whosoever may have an interest or right involved;
2) a registered association or foundation whose aim
is to pronote environnental, health or nature
protection or inprove the anenity of the

envi ronnent, and in whose operating area the

envi ronnmental effects concerned occur.

on 60 — Waste violation (452/2004)

Whosoever deliberately, or from gross negligence

1) violates a prohibition referred to in, or a

prohi bition, provision, regulation, or order issued
under section 5(1)(1), 5(1)(3) or 5(1)(4), section
6(1)(6) or 6(1)(8), section 7(4), section 17(1),
section 18c(4)(2), section 18g(4), section 18n,
section 19, section 40(3), section 50, section 57 or
section 73a;

2) fails to fulfil a duty referred to in sections 7-
9, section 12, section 14, section 15(1), sections
18c-18m section 51(3) or section 51(4); or

3) carries out a transboundary novenent of waste as
referred to in article 26(1) of the Waste Shi pnent
Regul ati on
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shall be sentenced to a fine for a waste violation,
unl ess nore severe punishnent is provided el sewhere
in | aw.

Whosoever deliberately, or fromgross negligence,

vi ol ates any provision issued under section 13(1) or
negl ects his duty as referred to in section 11
section 20(1), section 20(2), section 21, section 49
or section 50b shall also be sentenced for a waste
vi ol ati on.

on 61 — Reference provision (712/1995)

The provisions of chapter 48, sections 1-4, of the
Penal Code shall apply to the punishnment for
degradation of the environnent in violation of the
provi sions of section 60(1) of this Act.

on 62 — Petty fines (554/1999)

Petty fines as a result of m nor breaches of the
prohibition on littering as referred to in section
19 are prescribed in chapter 2a, section 9(3) of the
Penal Code and in the decree issued under the sane
section 9.

on 63

Section 63 has been repeal ed. (661/1999)

on 64

Section 64 has been repeal ed. (893/2001)

on 65 — Sal e of noveabl e assets subject to threat of

performance (605/1997)

I f inplenentation of a threat of perfornmance
concerni ng noveabl e assets has been ordered and the
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assets have cash value, the Mnistry of the

Envi ronnent, the municipal environnmental protection
commttee and the regional environnent centre shal
be enpowered to have said assets utilized or sold in
order to cover the costs of the performance. Any
surplus shall be reinbursed to the owner

Chapter 11 — Appeal and inplenentation of decisions

Sect i

(1)

(2)

Sect i

on 66 — Appeal (91/2000)

Deci sions issued under this Act can be appeal ed as
prescribed in the Adm nistrative Judicial Procedure
Act (586/1996). However, appeals concerning

deci sions on the nunicipal waste managenent

regul ations referred to in section 17 and the tariff
referred to in section 30 nust be submtted as
prescribed in the Local Governnent Act (365/1995).
Deci sions issued under this Act can be appeal ed by a
party and a registered association or foundation as
referred to in section 59.

on 67 — Inplenentation (91/2000)

Deci si ons taken under the Waste Shi pnment Regul ation
and sections 21, 31, 50, 57 and 58 and, for special
reasons, section 50a of this Act can provide that

t he deci sion nust be observed notw thstandi ng
appeal, unless the appellate authority orders

ot herw se.

Chapter 12 — M scel | aneous provi sions

Sect i

on 68 — Waste gui dance
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(1) The nmunicipality shall handl e the advisory services,
i nformati on and communi cati ons necessary for
i npl ementation of this Act and any provisions or
regul ations issued thereunder.

(2) If waste managenent is organized in accordance with
the principle of producer responsibility referred to
in chapter 3a, producers, producer corporations and
ot her econom c operators nust ensure that there are
t he necessary advisory, information and
comruni cations services, as provided by Governnent
decree, where necessary in collaboration with the
muni ci pality. (452/2004)

Section 69 — Approval of research | aboratory

The tests on the properties of a product or waste
and investigations of inpact on health and the
environnent called for by provisions or regulations
issued in or under this Act can be ordered to be
carried out by a | aboratory approved by the
authorities.

Section 70 — Waste and producer data registers (452/2004)

The supervisory authorities shall keep a waste data
regi ster and a producer data register of
notifications made to themin accordance with this
Act, and of decisions nmade thereupon.

Section 71 — Submtting confidential information
(1040/ 2004)

Not wi t hst andi ng the secrecy provisions in the Act on
t he Openness of Governnment Activities (621/1999),
information acquired in carrying out duties under
this Act relating to the econom c status or business
or professional secret of an individual or a
corporation, or the private affairs of an
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i ndi vidual, may be disclosed to supervisory
authorities, the Mnistry of the Environnent, the
Fi nni sh Environnent Institute or the Pirkanma

Regi onal Environment Centre for the purpose of
carrying out duties under this Act, or to a
prosecuting, police or custons authority for

pur poses of crimnal investigation. Furthernore,
information that should ot herwi se be kept secret nmay
be disclosed to the custons authority for the

pur pose of supervising the inplenmentation of the
Waste Tax Act (495/1996) and the Act on excise duty
on certain beverage contai ners.

Section 72 — Fees for the processing of notifications
(91/2000)

A fee can be charged for processing notifications
and for relevant inspections referred to in chapter
8 above, and for processing notifications submtted
to governnent authorities under a Government decree
based on section 5 or section 18 and nonitoring data
submtted regularly to governnent authorities and
for relevant inspections. The size of the fee is
determ ned according to the Act on the Charge
Criteria of the State (150/1992).

Section 73 — Collection of costs, charges and fees
(1413/1994)

The muni ci pal waste charge, the costs referred to in
article 33 of the Waste Shipnent Regul ation, the
costs referred to in section 54(2) of this Act and
the fees referred to in section 72 of this Act can
be collected without a separate judgenment or
decision in the order provided for in the Act on the
Execution of Taxes, Charges and Fees (367/1961).
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on 73a — Prohibition on the incineration of waste in

Finland' s water courses, territorial waters and excl usive
econom ¢ zone (1063/2004)

(1)

(2)

Sect i

I ncineration of waste in Finland' s Finnish water
courses, territorial waters and excl usive econonic
zone i s prohibited.

The Act on the Prevention of Pollution from Ships
(300/1979), however, contains provisions on the

i nci neration aboard ships of waste arising in the
normal course of their operations.

on 74 — Further provisions

The followi ng can be provided for by decree:

1) classification of a substance or object as waste
and classification of waste as hazardous waste, and
specification of the recovery and di sposal
oper ati ons;

2) the packaging and | abelling of waste and the
subm ssion of information about waste for the
organi zati on of waste managenent;

3) the general quality requirenents to be observed
in organi zi ng wast e nmanagenent;

4) the duties of the Environnment Adm nistration in
i npl enenting provisions or regulations issued in or
under this Act; (63/1995)

5) exenptions fromthe application of this Act in
the Defence Forces if vital national defence
interests so require, and the supervisory
authorities in the Defence Forces designated under
this Act;

6) the Advisory Board for Waste Affairs;

7) the duty of governnent agencies to provide the
authorities referred to in sections 36-38 with
opi ni ons, and other functions of expert agencies or
institutions under this Act;
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8) the waste managenent work referred to in section
35;

9) the application of provisions concerning consent
to transboundary novenents of waste and notification
of operations to the waste data register, and the
wast e data register;

10) the application of provisions referred to in
chapter 9 concerning the keeping of records and

i nspections; (1413/1994)

11) any other matter prescribed in or justified by

t he Waste Shipment Regul ation and related to

i npl emrentation; and (1413/1994)

12) any other matter conparable w th paragraphs 1-11
necessary for the inplenentation and application of
this Act. (1413/1994)

Section 75 — Powers of the Mnistry of the Environnent

The M nistry of the Environnent can:

1) confirma |list of the nost commbn wastes and
hazar dous wast es;

2) issue regulations on the content and conpil ation
of the regional waste nanagenent plans referred to
in chapter 7, on the information to be submtted for
the plans, and on action needed to prevent novenents
of waste contrary to these plans; (63/1995)

3) issue or approve standards needed for the
application of this Act and the provisions and

regul ations issued under it;

4) issue further regulations on the application of
any decree or Governnent decision issued under this
Act or grant exenptions fromthemin cases provided
for by decree or Governnent decision; and

5) issue instructions on the inplenentation and
application of this Act and provisions and

regul ations issued under it.
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Chapter 13 — Entry into force and transitional provisions

Sect i

(1)

(2)

(3)

Sect i

(1)

(2)

(3)

on 76 — Entry into force

This Act enters into force on a date laid down by
decree. (Act 1072/ 1993 entered into force on January
1, 1994 in accordance with Decree 1389/ 1993)

This Act repeals the Waste Managenent Act of August
31, 1978 (673/1978) as | ater anended.

Measures necessary for the inplenentation of this
Act may be undertaken before the Act’s entry into
force.

on 77 — Application of previous provisions

Matters pendi ng when this Act enters into force
shall be dealt with in accordance with the

provi sions effective until the Act enters into
force, unless otherw se provided under this Act or
by the Governnent.

The provisions in force until this Act takes effect
shall apply to littering and soil contam nation
whi ch occurred before this Act enters into force,
and to a landfill or other waste disposal facility
whi ch has ceased operation before this Act enters
into force. The regional environnment centre shall,
however, order the cleaning of contam nated sites.
In addition, sections 57, 58 and 66 of this Act
shall apply as relevant to regulations issued to
ensure conpliance wth duties based on the
provisions referred to above. The provisions
applicable to crines are laid down in section 3 of
the Decree on the Enforcenent of the Penal Code.
(63/1995)

The provisions of sections 25 and 26 of this Act
shall also apply to the littering and soi

contam nation referred to in subsection 2 above.



46

Section 78 — Transitional provisions

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

ol igations provided in section 49 and chapter 7 of
this Act shall be nmet no later than two years after
this Act enters into force.

The Governnent regul ations issued under section 22,
and nuni ci pal waste managenent regul ations issued
under section 24 of the Waste Managenent Act, shal
remain in force until otherwi se |laid down or

prescri bed under this Act, though, in the case of
muni ci pal waste managenent regul ations, not after
Decenber 31, 1995. (1413/1994)

Wast e managenent pl ans approved and hazardous waste
di sposal permts granted under the Waste Managenent
Act shall continue to be conplied with for three
years fromthe entry into force of this Act or, if
the operations require a waste permt referred to in
this Act, until the waste permt is granted. If
operati ons based on a waste nmanagenent plan or a
hazardous waste di sposal permt or other operations
carried on before this Act enters into force require
a waste permt as referred to in this Act, an
application for said permt shall be submtted no
|ater than three years fromthe entry into force of
this Act and operations shall be brought up to the
standards required by this Act wwthin a deadline to
be set in the permt, unless otherw se provided
under this Act or by the Governnent.

A wast e managenent plan or a hazardous waste

di sposal permt can be anmended by application or on
the authorities' initiative, observing the

provi sions of sections 46 and 47 of this Act as
applicable. Authority to act in a nmatter concerning
wast e managenent plans shall rest with the regi ona
environment centre if the provincial state office
has approved the plan, and otherwi se with the
muni ci pal environnmental protection commttee.
Authority to act in a matter concerni ng hazardous
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wast e di sposal permts shall rest with the regional
envi ronnent centre. (63/1995)

(5 Wthout prejudice to section 15(1) of this Act,
waste may be delivered to a facility that has a
wast e managenent plan approved under the Waste
Managenment Act or for which a hazardous waste
di sposal permt has been obtained under said Act,
the plan or permt being in force under subsections
3 or 4 of this section, or to a public waste
di sposal site referred to in the WAaste Managenent
Act, unless delivery has been expressly forbidden.
Accordingly, the duty to organi ze waste managenent
shall pass on to the consignee nmentioned above.

(6) |If a property has been excluded from organi zed waste
transport under section 14 of the Waste Managenent
Act, the waste hol der shall subscribe to a waste
transport schene referred to in this Act if the
muni ci pality so deci des.

ENTRY | NTO FORCE AND APPL| CATI ON OF AMENDMENT ACTS:

1413/ 1994:

This Act enters into force on 1 January 1995.

Measures necessary for the inplenentation of this Act may
be undertaken before the Act’s entry into force.

In the case of an international transfer of waste on

whi ch notification has been nade and a deci sion issued
prior to the entry into force of this Act, the applicable
provi sions of this Act shall be conplied wth.

1419/ 1994:

This Act enters into force on 1 January 1995.
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63/ 1995:
This Act enters into force on 1 March 1995.
219/ 1995:
298/ 1995:
This Act enters into force on 1 May 1995.
Any del ayed paynents existing upon this Act’s entry into
force shall remain subject to the provisions valid at the
tinme the Act entered into force. The provisions of this
Act may, however, be applied if this would lead to a nore
| eni ent consequence for default than under the previous
Act .
712/ 1995:
This Act enters into force on 1 Septenber 1995.
1015/ 1996:
This Act enters into force on 1 January 1997.
605/ 1997:

This Act enters into force on 1 Septenber 1997.

Measures necessary for the inplenentation of this Act may
be undertaken before the Act’s entry into force.

147/ 1999:

This Act enters into force on 1 January 2000.

554/ 1999:
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This Act enters into force on 1 October 1999.

661/ 1999:

This Act enters into force on 1 Decenber 1999.

91/ 2000:

Separate provisions shall be issued regarding the entry
into force of this Act. (Pursuant to Act 113/2000, Act
91/ 2000 entered into force on 1 March 2000.)

893/ 2001:

This Act enters into force on 1 January 2002.

452/ 2004:

This Act enters into force on 1 Septenber 2004.

Measures necessary for the inplenentation of this Act may
be undertaken before the Act’s entry into force.

This Act shall apply to the electrical and electronic
equi pnment referred to in section 18b(1)(5) of the Act
fromthe dates to be laid dowmn by Governnent decree.

The Governnment Decision on the recovery and di sposal of

di scarded tyres (1246/1995), the Governnent Deci sion on
packagi ng and packagi ng waste (962/1997) and the

Gover nnment Decision on the collection and recovery of
wast e paper (883/1998), all issued by virtue of the Waste
Act, shall remain in force, insofar as they are not in
conflict with this Act, until they are replaced by

Gover nment decrees issued under this Act.

The producers referred to in section 18b and the producer
corporations referred to in section 18g of this Act shal
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provi de the Pirkanmaa Regi onal Environnent Centre with
the notification for entry or approval in the producer
data register as referred to in section 50b of this Act
within six nonths after the entry into force of this Act.
The deadline in the case of electrical and electronic
equi pnent producers and producer corporations shall be

| aid down by Governnent decree.

Exenptions fromthe need to subscribe to a waste
transport scheme granted under section 11(2) of the Waste
Act and deci sions on excl uding properties froma waste
transport scheme nmade under section 14 of the Waste
Managenent Act (673/1978) repeal ed by the Waste Act shal
cease to be valid from1l January 2006

1040/ 2004:
This Act enters into force on 1 January 2005.
1063/ 2004:

This Act enters into force on 1 February 2005.



